Dr. Bruce Hc^inney, Communications 
Univ. North Carolina at Wilmington, 

Wilmington, NC 28405-5448 

Dear Bruce , 

Hasty response to your 4/l. And the good question, "Why does the government always 
expect us to believe the unbelievable?" The short ansvrer is because it always gets 


away with it, 

Th^ reason it gets away ^th it is that all the major institutions fall in 
line and lie in support of the official mythologies. Espefiially the free and inde- 


pendent press. 

You ask is the president really in charge. I've thought of this often and reached 
the conclusion that each and every president is the captive of his advisers. He knows 
what those around him want him to know and he does not easily know what they do not 
want him to know. 

This magnifies the abdication of all the major media. 

With regard to Kennedy you ask if what happened to him is that "he didn^t do as 
he was told." 

I do not think it was that way. I tiiink it was in part that he had around him some 
viho wanted him to be truthfully informed but most of all that he came to underdtand the 
realities at the time or the ^ 1962 ^uba I-lissile Crisis and thenceforth had determined 
to lead the woi'ld to pe.j.ce. He and IChruschev were groping toward that. They had exhhanged 
about 40 letters aiming that way vfhen JKK was killed. Khruschev did not long survive that. 
The powerful people inside the USSR did not then face a dovish president and they did not 
want their one become-peaebnik running them and their polities. 

Barbie Zeliser's earlier book, wliich I did not buy, is a fraud and a fake, the 
reason I did not biQ' it. This does not mean that his "Shaping the Collective ^Wory" has 
to be bu.t given what the first one is I'll not tkke time for the second. There is enor- 
mous commercialization and exploitation of the sssassinations and the great popular inter- 
test in them now. 


The thesis you say it has seen^rue but I do not trust what he'll write, given his 
record on the subject. Nor do I think he will have taken the time or have the background 
•tedd understanding to do more than a potboiler. 



Harold Weisberg 



